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Art Not Vandalism
Art is meant to be an outlet for people to express themselves and for them to enjoy.
Within the art world there is a large variety of art styles to choose from. Even though some think
that graffiti is vandalism, I believe that graffiti, street art, should be considered as a style of art.
First of all, graffiti has different styles within itself, just like painting and drawing have.
Secondly, the making of graffiti involves imagination, emotion, and creativity . Lastly, graffiti
can give a whole town its own flare and give it life.
Graffiti is filled with all different styles, so artist have many to choose from. One style of
graffiti is, lettering. Some kinds of lettering that artist do is blockbusters, bubble letters, and
throw up. Blockbusters, is when the letters are blocky and throw up letters is when the letters
have a squished together splat effect. Another style commonly used by graffiti artists are,
illustration pieces. Graffiti illustration is when an artist paints, or spray paints a picture without
using words. Lastly, some artists use stickers, or posters. The artist premakes the sticker, or
poster so it could be used whenever they choose. To conclude this statement, I think that since
“real art” has styles graffiti should be considered art for its various styles too.
Graffiti is filled with imagination, creativity, and emotion, even though some graffiti is
just lettering, graffiti illustrations, stickers, and posters are thought out and a creation of one's
mind and feelings. For example, graffiti artists show through their art how they see the world.
Some use graffiti as a way to share their opinions on politics, environment, equality, and other
real world problems they see fit to put in their art. Another technique some artists use is, when
they bring their emotions out through their art. In several graffiti pieces you can actually feel

what that artist was feeling when they created that piece. Similarly, graffiti artists could take
from their dreams to add to their art. Since dreams are a figment of one’s imagination, it is
probably an amazing place for all artists of any kind to get their ideas from. In conclusion,
graffiti is filled with creativity, strong emotions, and a great deal of imagination.
Graffiti is like free art anyone walking by can enjoy, and is enjoyed by people and artists
everywhere. As a matter of fact, over the past years graffiti has been added to many art
museums. All over the world more people have been more accepting to graffiti as a style of art.
Furthermore, graffiti paints the streets with color and gives them life. Street art is free art for
anyone to see and gives the streets animation and zest. In addition, graffiti has even had
showcases just for street art. Even though graffiti has gang-related origins, in Miller Beach their
showcases do not spread into vandalism. Meg Roman, executive director of Miller Beach Arts &
Creative District, said, “ The fact that these artists want to come to our town and share their art
with us, free of charge, says a lot.” Meg also stated, “ It really captures the community spirit and
gives local artists and performers a chance to showcase their work.” After all graffiti is just free
art literally anyone walking by can see and enjoy, maybe even get a little extra creativity from.
As has been noted, I believe that graffiti should be considered as a form of art. Like every
other art form, graffiti has styles within itself, uses imagination, creativity, and emotions. Also,
graffiti can liven up an entire town. Unlike vandalism, graffiti can actually have a positive spin
on someone’s life, their community, and maybe even the whole world.

The American School System is Flawed
Akhila Wills

Education is one of the most important factors in a student life, so why is it
that the school system has so many flaws that affect both students and staff
members? It’s no question that school has had some drastic changes in the last
couple of years, but is the change really for the best? These days students are
bombarded with tests, teachers are continued to be overworked and underpaid, and
teens are more stressed than ever. Schools are becoming more structured, and
creativity isn't being encouraged. Kids are being left behind and underprivileged
schools are getting the short end of the stick. It’s time to address the problems in
today's schools. It’s time for a much needed wake-up call.
The first reason I believe the American school system is flawed is the fact
that teachers in America are underpaid and overworked. According to
huffingtonpost.com, elementary school teachers in the U.S. make about 67 percent
of what college-educated workers in other professions earn. In addition to this,
high school teachers earn 71 percent of what other college-educated workers make.
That’s unbelievable! Teachers are one of the most important jobs needed in our
life. Teachers are able to inspire and touch the hearts of so many students today.
Doctors, lawyers, police officers, firefighters, and many more wouldn’t be here if it
weren’t for a teacher. So why is it that American teacher’s salaries don’t reflect
their importance? Teaching is definitely not a job you’re only in for the money.
Teaching is a job where you’re willing to work as hard as you can, just to see your
students grow. Despite these facts, teachers still continue to work very hard
throughout the school year. Whether they’re working hard while in school, or
continuing to work through the hours after school lets out. Teachers’ workloads are
ridiculous, and according to an online teacher survey on theguardian.com, almost a
third of teachers work more than 60 hours a week. Pushing teachers with so much
of a heavy workload, and long hours are sure to effect their personal life and
health. It’s time to start giving teachers their much-needed respect.
Additionally, another reason I think the school system is flawed has to do
with how early school starts. It’s no question that students in the morning can be
very irritable and moody. These emotions are often simply blamed on teen
hormones, but it goes deeper than that. Sleep deprivation is a major problem

amongst american teenagers. Only about 1 in 10 get the 8-10 hours of sleep needed
each night. It doesn’t help that most schools in America start around 7:30 am, even
when medical organizations encourage schools to start no earlier than 8:30am.
Many know that adolescence is a significant period of brain development. When
adolescents don’t get the sleep they need their brain and their particular behavior
can be effected, in ways such as not being able to concentrate or process certain
information. Not only this, but according to Wendy Troxel, a sleep researcher, lack
of sleep contributes to the increasing rates of mental health problems in teens
today. These problems include depression, substance use, and suicide. Studies
found that 30,000 teens found that for each hour of lost sleep there was a 38%
increase of feeling sad or hopeless, 58% increase in suicide attempts, and 55%
were more likely to drink alcohol in the last month. Not only are teens affected
emotionally like the reasons I listed, but they can also be affected physically.
Imagine the risks and dangers of putting a newly licensed, sleep-deprived teen
behind a wheel. Studies have shown that getting less than 5 hours of sleep is the
equivalent to driving after alcohol use above the legal limit. It’s a no-brainer to
delay start times. Giving teens a delay will definitely give them a better start to
their days.
Lastly, the topic I feel most strongly about, America’s school curriculums,
and structure as a whole. In today’s school system, test grades and letter grades
define a student. Students are bombarded with test after test, and are stressed more
than ever. Currently, the only subjects that schools seem to care about are math and
reading. Students aren’t encouraged to go down a more creative route in life. All it
takes is one music program to make a teen realize their passion. Furthermore, the
“No child left behind act” has affected our school systems in the least beneficial
way possible. This act was made to micro-manage our schools and are
administered by the states. States are required to test their students in reading in
math for grades 3-8, as well as high school. This act was made to close the
achievement gap in school, but the effectiveness of this act is doubted. This act has
put a focus on test scores for all schools and schools are required to reach a
“proficient” level as a whole. Instead of giving underprivileged schools resources
to succeed, superior schools were praised for their scores. This act changed the
goal of learning. In the past, grasping the material being taught was the most
important part of school, but now it seems like the only material we are learning is
how to accurately take a standardized test. As a result of this, students know how

to pass tests but don't fully understand the subject they tested successfully on. In
addition to this, these tests are mandates paid by the states. Which means if
students are struggling to meet the proficient scores on their tests, money is often
taken away from creative subjects such as art or music, and given to programs to
help with homework or tutoring. To expect all schools to take the same tests and
all perform well is very unrealistic. Instead of making schools pass what is
expected to be “proficient” level, we should focus more on schools that need more
resources in general. Underprivileged schools are continuing to be looked over,
and ignored and it’s the time to do something about it. To push test after test in
students faces, and tell them that it’s learning is not the way to teach kids. If the
school system does not change I fear that new generations of kids will truly get left
behind, and won’t ever develop to their full potential.
Now, it’s no doubt to me that there are people who are fine with our school
system, and don’t think that any effort should be used to change it. To begin with,
people constantly underestimate the job of a teacher, and believe education to be
the lowest field of study. Teachers continue to work after hours, deal with multiple
kids with different ways of learning, and on top of this make sure their kids
understand the material and pass their tests. Teachers are under strict judgement,
and pressure to make sure their teaching their class to the best of their ability. Their
also under the stress to juggle their personal and work life on day to day-basis.
Additionally, the debate with teens waking up too early doesn't faze a lot of people.
Many may think that starting school early will toughen up teens, so they can
prepare for the real world. Teenagers are still children not adults, and if you
wanted to teach them about the real world,teach them about real life skills. Just
because you will do something at a later point in your life, doesn’t mean it’s
required to do earlier than that time. Lastly, the No Child Left Behind Act wasn’t
able to positively impact students lives. Math and Reading are not the only
meaningful subjects in school. Students are stripped of their creativity at a young
age, and many are made to believe that math and reading are superior above other
subjects. But, in reality, introducing a student to a music or art program can open
up their minds to a new path. To meet the goal of all schools scoring proficient in
America, is a very unrealistic goal under our current standards. Instead of trying to
go for exceptional grades overall, we need to start with giving all students a chance
to succeed.

In conclusion, it’s time for a change to our American school systems. It’s
time to teach students the true meaning of learning and education. Education
shouldn’t be fit for one type of student, and it shouldn’t be assumed that all kids
learn the same. Scores and letter grades don’t show knowledge. Grades reflect the
effort that you put into school, and tests don’t measure the ability to think outside
the box, or show creativity in any way. Am I actually learning this material and
understanding it, or am I simply retaining knowledge that I know nothing about? It
seems like school is becoming more about achievement and not quality learning.
To me, quality learning is using our talent and knowledge to make connections to
expand our intelligence. Learning is an opportunity to broaden your knowledge to
new subjects, you never even thought about. It’s time for a long awaited change,
after all as Stephen Hawking said, “intelligence is the ability to adapt to change.”

