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Administrative Message
Ms. Megan McNulty
Mayfield’s Nominee for Agnes Meyer
Teacher of the Year Award

This month’s spotlight goes to one of our teachers! Megan McNulty ignites in students a passion for learning.
From start to finish of the school day, Ms. McNulty instills in her students a desire to be the best they can be. Ms.
McNulty was in sixth grade when her destiny started to take shape. That year she read Number the Stars, an awardwinning novel about the Holocaust. At that point in time, she not only decided she wanted to become a teacher, she developed a deep sense of patriotism and a desire to teach American history through literature.
Today Ms. McNulty teaches fifth grade Language Arts at Mayfield Intermediate School in Manassas, Virginia, and
serves as the Language Arts department chair. She is deeply involved in the school community, sponsoring clubs such as
Future Leaders of America (FLA) and facilitating school-wide career days. Each November Ms. McNulty arranges for veterans from our local VFW to visit Mayfield and share their stories. A testament to the power of these assemblies is the
silence that fills the room as the students listen. Ms. McNulty sponsors school-wide Veterans Day writing contests, and the
contest winners get the opportunity to visit with the veterans at a breakfast hosted by Ms. McNulty. During November,
she arranges Facetime visits for her students with her active-duty brother who is serving in the Marines. Her FLA students
participate in the Laying of the Wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery and Quantico National Cemetery.
While Ms. McNulty’s instructional leadership is exemplary, Mayfield is perhaps most proud of her leadership with
our local veterans and active-duty service men and women. Ms. McNulty describes with conviction, “The freedoms we
enjoy as Americans must never be taken for granted. One of the reasons I got into teaching was to share my passions
with my students. I feel we are forever indebted to our veterans and active-duty service men and women. The teacher
doesn’t just teach the content; the teacher teaches students how to become active citizens. I feel so strongly about it; sharing this passion with my students is one of the many privileges I have as an educator.”
~ Kara Mills, Principal
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Clinic News—Head Lice
It is not uncommon to have head lice in a school. Head lice do not hop, jump or fly! Head lice do not live in dirt or
on animals. Humans are their only natural host. Everyone, no matter how clean, is susceptible to head lice.
So, how do your children get the lice? They are very easily transmitted from one person to another or by direct
contact with combs, hats, coats, brushes, towels, bed sheets, blankets, carpets, and furniture. It is common that if
one child in a family has head lice other children, and possibly the adults in that family, can have them. Girls get
them more often than boys, likely from combing each other’s hair, sharing hair bands, attending sleepovers, etc.,
but boys have had head lice in school also. Taking “selfie” pictures has likely increased the amount of lice we are
seeing !!
An adult louse (bug) will live about 3 days off the head. The nits (eggs) can live for 3 weeks off of the head! Female lice lay on average 6 eggs a day for 30 days. The eggs (nits) mature into adults in 10 to 14 days. This is one
reason why head lice are such a problem!
Signs that your child may have head lice are frequent scratching of the head/scalp (the most common symptom),
irritation or sores behind the ears and on the nape of the neck (from scratching), and nits “glued” or fixed in one
position on the hair shaft. The nits resemble dandruff or hair gel/spray but they will not move by combing or
brushing the hair because they are actually attached to the to the hair shaft by the adult louse it is laid.
The treatment for head lice is using a shampoo containing an insecticide or other product that that will kill them.
You must also remove all nits (eggs) from the hair to prevent reinfestation. This is done by using a fine tooth comb
which can be purchased where lice shampoos and gels are sold or a metal dog flea comb works great and is sometimes less expensive than buying a metal lice comb from a pharmacy or beauty supply stores. Nits can also be removed by picking them out by hand. In addition to this, your home must be treated in order to prevent reinfestation in your family. There is quite a bit of work involved in treating your home, but if it is not done properly and
thoroughly, chances are the lice will be back! We have written information available in the Clinic describing how to
treat a child with head lice, how to properly comb the hair to remove the nits, and how to properly clean your home
to get rid of the lice. Please contact Mary Burns, RN, School Nurse, for more detailed information.

If your Child Needs to Ride a
Different Bus . . .
If your child will need to ride a different bus
home or get off at a different stop, a note
must be presented to the grade-level office
on that morning. The office will verify and
sign the note and provide a copy to the bus
driver so the driver will allow the student to
ride the bus. Please remember to date the
note, include the student’s full name and indicate which bus he/she will be riding or at
which stop he/she will be getting off the bus.
Students without permission will be not be
allowed on a different bus.

The annual MCPS Division Wide Wellness Night
will be held on Thursday, March 23, 2017, from
5-7 pm at Metz Middle School. All students,
families and staff are invited to attend this FREE
event. There will be many activities that will be
fun for the entire family. Check our website for
more information!

2016-17 Mayfield Yearbooks on Sale!
Soft Cover Yearbook Price: $13.00
Hard Cover Upgrade: Add $5.00
Student name and portrait on cover: Add $5.00
DON’T MISS OUT! Limited supply!
Soft covered yearbooks ONLY will be available for $20 after the deadline of April 7th, first come, first
served.
Payments Accepted: Online Order, Check and/or Cash Checks are made out to Mayfield Intermediate
School.
Cash must include EXACT change.
Deadline: April 7, 2017
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Early Dismissal?
Any student being released from school prior to 2:30 pm
must submit a parental note to the homeroom teacher indicating the time and reason for the early dismissal. This
note will then be verified by the grade level office.
Thank you.
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Last Day for Lunch Charges
is
Friday, May 27

Tornado Preparedness

The Virginia Department of Emergency Management has declared March Tornado Preparedness Month. This month is designated to
alert all citizens to the proper procedures to follow in the event of a tornado. The purpose of
this drill is to familiarize students and staff
with the proper procedures to follow if a tornado occurs while we are in school. It would be
helpful if parents
would discuss the importance of such drills with their children before the drills take place. This will help them
make this a successful and stress-free time.
Please remember that our drills and safety procedures are meant to ensure your child’s
safety and self-assurance during a po-

tentially stressful time. Thank you
for your continued help and support.
Help your child succeed in school by following
his/her progress and communicating with the
teachers .
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

CHARACTER COUNTS

Mrs. Dutchess, 5th Grade Counselor
(571)-377-6618
adutchess@mcpsva.org

Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring,
and Citizenship.

Ms. Thommason 6th Grade Counselor
(571)-377-6617
ethommason@mcpsva.org

·
·
·
·

Mrs. Hardy, 5th & 6th Grade Counselor
(571)-377-6615
hhardy@mcpsva.org

WE ARE PROMOTING CARING
How can you encourage Caring in your child?
Be kind
Be compassionate and show you care
Express gratitude
Forgive others

Encourage your child to show Care for others every day!

SOFT SKILLS
Counselors educate students on the importance of Soft Skills
(communication, enthusiasm and attitude, teamwork, networking,
problem solving and critical thinking, and professionalism) in school
and the work place. Counselors connect current habits with future
career needs, and stress the importance of creating positive Soft Skill
habits now. http://www.dol.gov/odep/topics/youth/softskills/

RISING 6th GRADE REGISTRATION
Counselors assist current 5th graders on course selection for 6th
grade. Students will bring home print outs of their prospective
schedule selections for parent signatures. 6th grade encores highlight music and art selections.
*Keep a look out for your 5th grade student’s schedule to sign and
return!
*Rising 7th graders (current 6th graders) will register for their classes in April.



Parent Leadership and Support Group at Mayfield Intermediate
School
o
March 7th, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
o
May 2nd, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
·
http://www.familiesanonymous.org/



A 12-step fellowship for the families and friends who have
known a feeling of desperation concerning the destructive behavior of someone very near to them, whether caused by drugs,
alcohol, or related behavioral problems.



www.pwcgov.org/parenting Virginia Cooperative Extension for
Parent Support.




1-800-273-TALK (8255) National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
www.drugfree.org or 1-855-DRUGFREE

Help Shape Manassas City Public Schools’ Future
The Strategic Plan and Priorities Survey is now open, and MCPS wants to hear from you!
All parents are invited to participate in this strategic planning and priorities survey. You can weigh in on the division’s
mission and vision, goals for the next four years.
The school board will use the survey results to identify community priorities, establish how they will monitor the division’s progress, and build a framework for the four-year strategic plan.
The survey is open through Tuesday, March 7.
Please check your email for a survey invitation and link. If you did not receive an invitation, you can take the survey at
http://bit.ly/MCPSStrategicPlan.
All responses are strictly confidential. MCPS has partnered with independent research and communications firm K12
Insight to administer the survey and compile the results. No one at the division will know who participates or be able to
connect participants to their answers.
If you have questions about the survey, contact David Lyon atdlyon@mcpsva.org. We look forward to your feedback!
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BIKE RIDERS AT MAYFIELD
If your student wishes to ride his or her bike to school there is a procedure in place for them to do so. They need to go to their grade level office and get a permission form that a parent needs to fill out and sign.
All bike riders need helmets. If you don’t have one but wish to ride a
bike to school, let the grade level office know and the Manassas City
Police Department will be happy to provide one for them. If you have
any questions feel free to contact Sharon Weber (5th Grade Office) at
571-377-6614 or Mrs. Guzdowski (6th Grade Office) at 571-377-6613.

Mayfield’s annual Scholastic Book Fair will be open during school hours beginning Monday, March 13,
and ending Friday, March 17. The book fair will be open Thursday evening for Academic Night. Online
shopping will be available beginning March 10 through March 24. Check the online fair website at
http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/findafair.

Dates to Remember:
3/2 ~ 5th Grade Spring Picture/Class Picture Day
3/3 ~ 6th Grade Spring Picture/Class Picture Day
3/13-3/17 ~ Book Fair (Online Shopping 3/10-24 see ad above)
3/14~ 7:00 pm ~ School Board Meeting at City Hall
3/16 ~ 6:00 pm ~ Mayfield Academic Night in Cafeteria
3/31 ~ Student Holiday ~ No School
3/28 ~ 7:00 pm ~ School Board Meeting at City Hall

Looking Ahead:

4/7 ~ 7:00 pm ~ Spring Dance
4/10-4/18 ~ Spring Break ~ School Closed
4/18 ~ 7:00 pm ~ School Board Meeting at City Hall
4/19 ~ School Re-Opens

Manassas City Public Schools does not discriminate or tolerate harassment on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, disability, national origin, or, as
applicable, age or veteran’s status, in employment or in its educational programs and activities.

