
Advanced Placement:

Frequently Asked Questions



HONORS VS. AP

HONORS
- college ready

- weighted extra .5 for GPA

- covers required SOL material 
at a deep level; often covers 
more than required material

AP
- college level

- weighted extra full point for 
GPA

- must cover curriculum 
approved by College Board



What are the advantages of taking an AP 
course in high school?

 Motivated high school students have the opportunity to 
study college level material

 Motivated high school students may earn college credit 
before ever attending college by doing well on an AP exam

***all students in an AP class are expected to take the AP exam***



How many AP courses should my student 
take?

 Answer often depends on student’s interests and 
capabilities

 One suggestion:

10th grade: 1 AP course

11th grade: 2 or 3 AP courses

12th grade: 3 or 4 AP courses



How should my student decide which AP 
courses to take?

 Students should base this decision on their interests

 Students interested in Math & Science may want to focus 
on courses like AP Calculus, AP Physics, AP Chemistry, etc.

 Students interested in the Liberal Arts may want to focus 
on courses like AP History, AP English, etc.



What do my student’s AP test scores mean?
 AP tests are given a numerical score from 1 to 5

 Interpretation

1 = no recommendation

2 = possibly qualified

3 = qualified; likely placement into upper level college courses; 
possible college credit awarded

4 = well qualified; placement into upper level college courses; 
possible college credit awarded

5 = extremely well qualified; placement into upper level college 
courses; likely college credit awarded 

***Placement & credit awarded varies from college to college***



General items to remember:

 AP courses can be difficult
 AP courses generally require much more time and attention 

from a student than regular or honors courses
 AP students must be highly self-motivated to complete all the 

outside work required by the course
 The curriculum for an AP course is dictated by College Board 

and must be followed
 College Board is an excellent resource to answer other 

questions about AP: www.collegeboard.org

 *****DUAL ENROLLMENT IS ALSO AN OPTION IN SOME CASES****

http://www.collegeboard.org/
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