
Weems  
 Elementary 

School 

 

An Official SEM\TAG 

Theme School 

 

1) Young Entrepreneurs \3rd & 4th grade 

Do you have an idea for a business and would like to 

know how to get it started? If you are interested in in-

venting new designs to solve real world problems are 

hardworking and determined this is the cluster for you. 

2) Creative Comics \3rd & 4th grade        

This cluster is for students that love to write, illustrate 

and read comics.  Bring your creative mind and let’s cre-

ate for kids like you! 

3) Virginia Trekkers \1st & 2nd grade 

Students will explore and discover Virginia, the state 

they live in, through hands on interactive projects and 

exploration.  Find out all the state symbols and land 

forms through virtual field trips. 

 

 For a complete list of our multi-grade level 

TAG Enrichment Cluster descriptions 

please visit our website. 
weemses.mcpsva.org/pages/Weems_Elementary_School/TAG 

Interested in learning more?  

Interested in volunteering and sharing your  

Talents and Gifts?  

What:  Weems Elementary Enrichment Clusters 

Who: Cluster groups for 1st& 2nd grade and 3rd & 4th grade 

           Kindergarten Enrichment  based on curricular themes 

When: Any Wednesday afternoon from 2:45-4:05 PM 

Where: Weems Elementary School 

For more information: Contact Joy Wilson 

 at 571-377-6583  

or Jwilson@mcpsva.org to sign up  

weemes.mcpsva.org 

 

SEM\TAG Enrichment and  

Enrichment Clusters  at Weems 

Weems Elementary became a TAG (Talents and 

Gifts) theme school in spring of 2013. TAG strives for 

high end learning and talent development of all stu-

dents.  TAG Enrichment Clusters engage students 

and facilitators in student -driven real-world learning 

experiences.   

Over the past three years staff members created and 

implemented more than 60 enrichment clusters, 

based on teacher interests and student interest in-

ventories.  Grouped by interest, students work like 

practicing professionals to apply advanced content 

and methods to develop non-graded products, ser-

vices or performance for and authentic audience.  

We have a specially designated time block once a 

week in which students and facilitators are grouped 

across grade levels for two,13 week cycles through-

out the school year.  At the conclusion of each cycle, 

students celebrate their successes with a TAG Share 

Fair. 

SEM\TAG Enrichment Clusters focus on high levels 

of engagement and enjoyable learning experiences.  

Students participate in the Enrichment Triad model 

through an open-ended project  learning process de-

signed to promote creative productivity. 

 

Sample of 60 + SEM|TAG  

Enrichment Cluster descriptions  

mailto:Jwilson@macpsva.org


 

 

Schoolwide Enrichment Model is an infusion 

and enhancement-based model that uses tech-

nology to diagnose students strengths. SEM 

matches resources to identify strengths and in-

ject it into any and all standard-based curricular 

approaches activities and experiences that make 

learning more enjoyable and engaging. 

SEM provides enriched learning experiences 

and higher learning standards for all children 

through three goals: 

 Develop talents in all children. 

 Provide a broad range of advanced-level en-

richment experiences for all students. 

 Provide advanced follow-up opportunities 

for young learners based on their strengths 

and interests. 

SEM is based on the principles that every learn-

er is unique and learning is more effective when 

enjoyed and meaningful. 

What is Schoolwide  

Enrichment Model 

enjoyment 

 
 

 

Type I                                                              

Exposing students to new topics, 

ideas 

and  

professions                                         

based on                                                    

their interest.                                                    

Speakers,                                                           

activities and videos 

are a few examples of Type I.  

                                                                                   

                                                       Type II 

Use of direct instruction when needed to teach stu-

dents required 

steps, but control 

learning. Group, 

training and activi-

ties.  Students can 

choose different 

ways to complete       

product/project. 

                   

Type III  

Students work to                                             

produce a  

product, service or 

performance.                                              

Preparation to 

share                                             

with an authentic 

audience. 

Infusing SEM in the  

Classroom 

SEM strikes a balance between traditional ap-

proaches to learning and those that extend crea-

tive productivity, hands on learning, and higher- 

order thinking skills for all students. 

Incorporating SEM in the classroom means teach-

ers will: 

Review and SELECT engaging enrichment –

based activities related to a particular topic. 

 INJECT activities into the curriculum to 

make the topic more interesting. 

 Provide support and encouragement to individ-

uals or small groups of students that would like 

to EXTEND their interest of the enrichment 

activity. 

Curriculum Compacting 

Curriculum Compacting allows teachers to provide 

differentiated instruction to meet individual needs, 

desires, and rates of learning of high ability stu-

dents without substantially disrupting normal class-

room activity.   

Technology and SEM\TAG Enrichment Clusters 

Students who are engaged in their learning, are 

more motivated, retain information better, and are 

inspired to dive more deeply into topics. GoQuest™ 

by Compass Learning® enables students to take 

ownership of their learning experiences. GoQuest 

motivates students because they are learning 

about the things that interest them.  


